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Brussels, 12 November 2021 

 
 

ENSURING WI-FI CONNECTIVITY IN AN INNOVATIVE AND TRULY 
CONNECTED EUROPEAN GIGABIT SOCIETY 

 
 
Dear Members of the European Parliament, 
Dear Ambassadors, 
Dear Commissioners, 
 
 
We, the signatories, representing a wide range of sectors (satellite, SMEs, start-ups, manufacturers, chipset 
vendors and content application services, video games sector) convinced of the power of Wi-Fi and satellite 
technology in supporting Europe’s digital transition, welcome the publication by the European Commission of its 
draft EU Digital Decade Policy Programme – which operationalises the 2030 Digital Compass.  
 
Given its enabling function, we strongly support the priority given by the draft Policy Programme to achieving 
gigabit connectivity for EU citizens and businesses. Representing a diverse variety of users and providers of 
connectivity, we truly believe in an approach to connectivity that is technology neutral and promotes several 
advanced gigabit technologies, such as next generations Wi-Fi and satellite in addition to fibre and 5G.  
 
Wi-Fi is omnipresent in our lives and currently provides the most effective means of ensuring wireless connectivity 
inside our homes and offices, but also at public hotspots such as hotels, cafes and restaurants, airports, libraries, 
schools, or hospitals. In areas where terrestrial infrastructure is lacking, Wi-Fi is often backhauled by satellite. Wi-
Fi is also heavily used by industries to provide connectivity for IoT devices in, for example, smart factories. Satellite 
is also enabling direct broadband connectivity in multiple EU states and saw a significant increase in new 
installations during the Pandemic. 
 
The digital transformation of the whole European society (including SMEs, start-ups and other industries) 
therefore must include Wi-Fi-connectivity and satellite alongside other technology solutions. As the wireless 
extension of fibre networks, Wi-Fi will also be essential to ensure effective achievements of the gigabit connectivity 
targets for 2030. Innovation will also rely on Wi-Fi as technologies of the future, such as advanced Augmented 
Reality (AR) and Virtual Reality (VR), will not be able to work solely on 5G and fibre, but also rely on complementary 
enhanced Wi-Fi connectivity. For example, AR glasses will connect to a 5G handset via a Wi-Fi link. 
 
In addition, rural connectivity is a persistent challenge in Europe and globally. Experience has demonstrated that 
no technology on its own can solve the rural connectivity gap. Tackling it will rather require a combination of 
solutions, involving private and public efforts and a mix of technologies, including 5G, fibre, satellite, fixed wireless 
technologies and Wi-Fi.  
 
Europe should ensure that enough spectrum is made available to enable the new generations of Wi-Fi gigabit 
technologies, Wi-Fi 6E and Wi-Fi 7, to thrive in Europe alongside 5G and fibre. We strongly believe European 
citizens and businesses should be given the ability to choose the gigabit technologies best suited to their specific 
needs.    
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It is critical that Europe starts working now in making available the required spectrum for the 2030 Gigabit society, 
which should include ensuring the upper 6 GHz (6425-7125 MHz) band is devoted to Wi-Fi alongside the incumbent 
services in the band, such as satellite and fixed services. Failure to do so will leave Europe trailing behind other 
prominent economies, such as the US, Canada, Brazil, and South Korea, which have already released the full 6 GHz 
(5925-7125 MHz) band for Wi-Fi use. Most importantly, it will mean European citizens, SMEs, start-ups and other 
industries will not benefit from the same high-quality advanced products and services as their equals in other 
regions of the world. 
 
We call on the Commission, Council, and European Parliament to:  
 

- Fully reflect in the EU Digital Decade Policy Programme and related policy guidance and implementing 
decisions, the role played by Wi-Fi and satellite in achieving EU 2030 connectivity targets and in unleashing 
the full potential of digital and green technologies, alongside 5G and fibre. 

- Ensure additional spectrum for new generations of Wi-Fi (Wi-Fi 6E and Wi-Fi 7), by opening the full 6 GHz 
(5945-7125 MHz) band for licence-exempt use. 

A digitally connected Gigabit Europe cannot be achieved without a strong contribution from Wi-Fi, alongside 5G 
and fibre. 
 
 
Please see the Annex for more examples of enhanced Wi-Fi applications.  
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Allied for Startups 
 
 
 
AVM 
 
 
 
CEMR 
 
 
 
Dynamic Spectrum Alliance 
Martha Suarez, President 
 
 

ESOA 
 

Eurocities 
 
 

European Digital SME Alliance 
 
 
 
EuroXR Association 
 
 
 

 








