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The Dynamic Spectrum Alliance emphasizes the need for dynamic 

spectrum access in order to connect millions of people in Africa to 

internet access 

Johannesburg, South Africa, 11 April 2019: Utilizing alternative spectrum technologies is 

key to connecting millions of people in Africa to the internet, as the amount of bandwidth 

available will increase whilst costs are reduced, according to the Dynamic Spectrum Alliance 

(DSA).  

Speaking on the second day of the Industry Forum for Converged Digital Media, the high-

level industry event for stakeholders to discuss the latest developments in spectrum 

technologies, DSA Treasurer Mark Rotter emphasized the need for dynamic spectrum 

access and the benefits it could bring to communities around the world who are lacking 

internet access.  

“The time is now for industry stakeholders to come together to address and fully understand 

how to manage and utilize spectrum access, as the demand for wireless connectivity 

continues to grow,” said Rotter. “Progress is being made in Africa but there is still so much 

left to do and achieve. The DSA believes that the implementation of alternative technologies 

that allow service providers to reach the unconnected and underserved is critical in closing 

the digital divide that exists not just in Africa, but all over the world.”  

He added: “There has been a common recognition from policy makers that dynamic 

spectrum is critical to connecting those without internet access, which is great, but it is 

crucial that the opportunities for dynamic spectrum access technologies and techniques are 

there. The DSA is constantly evolving to support more and more alternative technologies, 

such as TV White Space (TVWS) and Citizens Broadcast Radio Service (CBRS), to ensure 

that operators are being provided with the flexibility they require to reach the unconnected 

and underserved.” 

TVWS technology uses unused or underused broadcast spectrum on a secondary basis in 

order to bring broadband connectivity to areas where other technologies are not cost 

effective. In December last year, the DSA held workshops in Ghana and Nigeria that 

addressed the policy and regulatory challenges that need to be overcome in Africa, and 

other rural areas around the world.  

“Utilizing TVWS and CBRS technology, as well as expanding into multiple bands, will 

increase the amount of bandwidth available and reduce its cost. Wider broadband access 

will enrich people’s lives and make huge positive impacts both economically and socially and 

this is the key aim that the DSA is working towards,” concluded Rotter. 

The DSA is at the forefront of advocating for laws and regulations that will lead to more 

efficient and effective spectrum utilization and will be hosting its annual Global Summit in 

Washington D.C, June 26-27. As the premier event on spectrum policy and spectrum 

management, the DSA Global Summit brings together government and industry leaders, 

regulators and academia to discuss and debate spectrum sharing methods and models.  

http://dynamicspectrumalliance.org/
https://broadcastingandmedia.com/event/event.php?EID=354


 
The Global Summit will be held at The Westin, Washington D.C, June 26-27, 2019. To 

register, please click here.   

-ENDS- 
 

About the Dynamic Spectrum Alliance  
The Dynamic Spectrum Alliance is a global organization advocating for laws and regulations 
that will lead to more efficient and effective spectrum utilization. The DSA’s membership 
spans multinationals, small- and medium-sized enterprises, and academic, research, and 
other organizations from around the world, all working to create innovative solutions that will 
increase the amount of available spectrum to the benefit of consumers and businesses alike. 
Visit http://www.dynamicspectrumalliance.org/.  
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