
 

Wi-Fi Community Calls for Stronger Recognition of Wi-Fi in the Digital 
Networks Act 

 

Brussels, Belgium – June 24, 2026. The undersigned organisations representing the European 

connectivity ecosystem – including fibre operators, ISPs, semiconductors, hardware and software 

manufacturers, online pharmacies, tourism, and consumer electronics retail –  and fully committed 

to strengthening Europe’s digital infrastructure, welcome the European Commission’s proposal for a Digital 

Networks Act (DNA)1. However, we note that, in its current form, the proposal does not 

sufficiently recognise the critical role of Wi-Fi® as a key enabler of European connectivity. 

Without adequately prioritising Wi-Fi as a key enabler of the 2030 Digital Decade targets – including 

gigabit-capable connectivity for all European households, full 5G coverage of populated areas, and ensuring 

that 90% of SMEs reach at least a basic level of digital intensity2 – achieving these objectives will become 

significantly more difficult, ultimately undermining Europe’s broader digital ambitions. 

Wi-Fi is an integral part of the EU’s connectivity ecosystem 

Fibre (FTTH), mobile, satellite, and Wi-Fi must be recognised as complementary and interdependent layers 

of Europe’s connectivity ecosystem. While each technology plays a distinct role in enabling 

high-performance networks, Wi-Fi serves as the critical final link that ensures gigabit connectivity effectively 

reaches end users across homes, businesses, public services and industrial environments. Therefore, as 

full-fibre transition is completed, Wi-Fi performance will become a critical factor in delivering the end-user 

experience and the full benefits of next-generation broadband connectivity. Indeed, for most Europeans, 

Wi-Fi is the primary gateway to the internet, delivering Gigabit connectivity from the network termination point 

to end-user devices where connectivity is consumed.  Today, Wi-Fi carries over 90% of indoor internet traffic 

across homes, hospitals, businesses, public services and industrial environments. It is also a foundational 

technology that SMEs and industries rely on for edge computing, automation, robotics and AI-driven 

applications.3 Beyond industry, advanced Wi-Fi connectivity is increasingly essential to Europe's travel and 

visitor economy, underpinning digital and AI-driven services across smart destinations, cultural heritage sites 

and tourism SMEs — making it a key enabler of innovation and competitiveness across the full breadth of 

the European economy.  

 

Targeted recommendations for the DNA 

Current spectrum policy highlights the need for the DNA framework to effectively recognise the critical role of 

Wi-Fi connectivity. Insufficient access to spectrum is increasingly constraining Wi-Fi performance and 

3 Plum Consulting, Wi-Fi Spectrum Requirements, March 2024. 

2 Official Journal of the European Union, Decision (EU) 2022/2481 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 14 December 2022 
establishing the Digital Decade Policy Programme 2030, December 2022. 

1 European Commission, Proposal for a Regulation for the Digital Networks Act (DNA), January 2026. 

 

https://plumconsulting.co.uk/wi-fi-spectrum-requirements/
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32022D2481
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32022D2481
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/dae/redirection/document/123753


 

thereby impedes implementation of advanced use cases. Recent studies indicate that growing Wi-Fi traffic 

congestion is limiting the ability of gigabit connectivity to effectively reach more than 50-60% of indoor 

environments.4 Europe is falling behind. Leading economies such as the United States, Canada and South 

Korea have already opened the entire 6 GHz band for Wi-Fi use, accelerating innovation in immersive 

education, healthcare services, smart manufacturing, and sustainable technology.5 This is not merely a 

spectrum policy debate, but a strategic policy choice with significant implications for Europe’s technological 

sovereignty, industrial competitiveness, technological leadership, and long-term innovation capacity.6 

In this context, to ensure that the DNA fully reflects the role of Wi-Fi as a strategic component of Europe’s 

connectivity infrastructure, we urge the co-legislators to address the following elements in the proposal: 

Article 17 – Union Radio Spectrum Strategy  

●​ Strengthen the recognition of both licensed and licence-exempt spectrum models by 

ensuring that Article 17 consistently reflects the complementary role of both approaches, 

as already foreseen in Recital 91. 

Article 27 – “Use it or share it” principle  

●​ Strengthen Article 27 by explicitly recognising spectrum sharing through general 

authorisations and licence-exempt access as an integral implementation of the principle, 

as per recital 81. 

Article 28 – Radio Spectrum Database  

●​ Ensure that Article 28 effectively supports efficient dynamic and scalable spectrum 

sharing mechanisms by explicitly providing that databases facilitate access for 

licence-exempt technologies, including Wi-Fi. This will allow multiple users to efficiently 

share scarce spectrum resources while protecting incumbent users.  

​

The DNA represents a unique opportunity to establish a forward-looking and technologically 

balanced policy framework that will effectively guide Europe towards the Digital Decade objectives. Such a 

framework should accurately reflect the evolving connectivity landscape and ensure that integral components 

of the connectivity ecosystem, including Wi-Fi, are recognised and prioritised as strategic elements of 

Europe’s digital infrastructure. 

6 In this context, the Union radio spectrum strategy envisaged under Article 17 of the DNA presents an important opportunity to align 
Europe’s long-term spectrum framework with evolving connectivity needs. As also highlighted in the latest RSPG Report, future 
spectrum policy frameworks should remain sufficiently flexible and forward-looking to accommodate evolving technological uses and 
avoid overly prescriptive allocation approaches. The strategy should therefore recognise Wi-Fi and licence-exempt connectivity as 
strategic components of Europe’s digital infrastructure, including through consideration of future access to the upper 6 GHz band. Radio 
Spectrum Policy Group (RSPG), Assessment of future usage of the frequency band 470-694 MHz within the EU, November 2025. 

5 Cisco, Why Europe’s AI Strategy Must Start with Wireless Infrastructure, April 2026. 
4 Ibid. 

https://radio-spectrum-policy-group.ec.europa.eu/document/download/1f058f8e-0228-455c-b04e-24519da81c67_en?filename=RSPG25-033final-RSPG_Report_on_future_use_470-694_MHz_band.pdf
https://blogs.cisco.com/gov/europe-ai-strategy-wireless-infrastructure


 

Signatories 

The signatories to this statement represent a broad cross-section of hundreds of European and global 

connectivity players, including internet service providers, fibre network providers and operators, 

hardware and software manufacturers, semiconductor manufacturers, consumer electronics retail, 

online pharmacies, tourism innovation, and global industry associations focused on spectrum-sharing, 

advancing Wi-Fi and wireless broadband connectivity. 

 

 
  

 
  

 
 

 
 

  

  

  

 
 

 



 

Full list of signatories 
 

●​ AIIP – Associazione Italiana Internet Provider 

●​ Deutsche Glasfaser 

●​ Dynamic Spectrum Alliance 

●​ EAEP – European Association of E-Pharmacies 

●​ EuCER Council – European Consumer Electronics Retail Council 

●​ FRITZ! 

●​ FTTH Council Europe 

●​ LANCOM Systems 

●​ NXP Semiconductors 

●​ One Contact Ltd 

●​ Open Fiber 

●​ Turismi.AI 

●​ Wi-Fi Alliance 

●​ Wireless Broadband Alliance 

●​ Wireless Connect 

 

https://www.aiip.it/en/home-2/
https://www.deutsche-glasfaser.de/
https://www.dynamicspectrumalliance.org/
https://www.eaep.com/en/
https://www.eucercouncil.org/
https://fritz.com/en-be
https://www.ftthcouncil.eu/
https://www.lancom-systems.com/
https://www.nxp.com/
https://onecontact.ie/
https://openfiber.it/en/
http://turismi.ai
https://www.wi-fi.org/
https://wballiance.com/
https://wirelessconnect.ie/

