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Speaker Bio's
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President, Dynamic Spectrum Alliance 

Kalpak S. Gude is President of the Dynamic Spectrum Alliance, a global organization advocating for laws and regulations supporting more efficient and effective spectrum utilization through sharing. The DSA’s membership spans multinationals, small- and medium-sized enterprises, and academic, research, and other organizations from around the world, all working to create innovative solutions that will increase the amount of available spectrum to the benefit of consumers and businesses alike.  

Prior to joining the DSA, Mr. Gude was the Vice President Legal Regulatory at OneWeb, a low-earth-orbit satellite broadband provider seeking to bring internet connectivity to unserved and underserved regions of the world.  Prior this role, Mr. Gude served in several senior positions at the Federal Communications Commission in Washington, D.C., overseeing complex regulatory issues in the Media and Wireline Competition Bureaus.  Mr. Gude also served as Vice President and Deputy General Counsel at Intelsat. 

He holds a J.D. from the Indiana University School of Law – Bloomington, and a B.S. Electrical Engineering from the Rochester Institute of Technology.  Mr. Gude has held various board positions in the satellite and telecommunications industry and was named a co-Satellite Executive of the Year 2007.
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Executive Director Emeritus, Dynamic Spectrum Alliance 

As Executive Director of the Dynamic Spectrum Alliance, H Nwana assists with the development and execution of the organization’s strategic initiatives and outreach to and recruitment of potential partners and members across the private, public, and non-profit sectors.

Prior to joining the Alliance, Nwana was Group Director of Spectrum Policy at Ofcom, where he ran UK’s Spectrum Policy and spearheaded UK’s dynamic spectrum management activities, specifically focusing on TV White Spaces for broadband and other applications. While at Ofcom, Nwana was responsible for multi-million pound policy projects including the UK’s Digital TV Clearance programme (part of UK’s digital switchover programme) which concluded in 2013. Nwana also oversaw the UK 4G auction that raised billions and concluded in February 2013.

Before this, Nwana was Managing Director at Arqiva and earlier in his career he worked at Quadriga Worldwide Ltd where he was instrumental in the introduction of digital technology and services to the hospitality industry across Europe, Middle East, and Africa. Before Quadriga, he was a venture capitalist for 2 years and, even earlier, a Senior award-winning and published technologist at BT plc for 5 years. He also holds university professorial visiting appointments. Nwana has just published an authoritative book entitled Telecommunications, Media & Technology (TMT) for Emerging Economies: How to make TMT Improve Developing Economies for the 2020s – published in April 2014.
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Director, Affordable Access Initiatives, Microsoft Corporation

Paul Garnett is the Director of Affordable Access Initiatives at Microsoft, where he focuses on innovative, practical, and scalable last-mile access technologies, cloud-based services, applications, and business models that can reduce the cost of Internet access and help billions more people affordably get online.  Through partnerships with network operators and governments, these projects are designed to deliver the greatest socio-economic impact to the greatest number of people.    

So far, Microsoft and its partners are delivering Internet connectivity to communities in 18 different countries, across 5 continents.  These projects are leveraging new wireless technologies like TV white spaces and new forms of Wi-Fi to reduce the cost of Internet access and make it easier for people to access online applications and services.  

As part of its Affordable Access Initiative, Microsoft has launched a grant fund to help cultivate companies with solutions that bring affordable Internet access to underserved markets.  In addition, Microsoft Philanthropies has announced that it intends to support 20 cloud, connectivity, and training projects in at least 15 countries around the world by the middle of 2017.
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